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CFE is the umbrella organisation representing the tax profession in Europe. Our members are 32 professional  
organisations from 24 European countries (21 EU member states) with 180,000 individual members and  
1 standing guest organisation from Uzbekistan. Our functions are to safeguard the professional interests of  
tax advisers, to assure the quality of tax services provided by tax advisers, to exchange information about  
national tax laws and professional law and to contribute to the coordination of tax law in Europe.

CFE is registered in the EU Transparency Register (ID 3543183647 - 05).

 AT Kammer der Wirtschaftstreuhänder

 BE Institut des Experts-Comptables et  
des Conseils Fiscaux /  
Instituut van de Accountants en de  
Belastingconsulenten

 CH Treuhand-Kammer / Chambre Fiduciaire

	 CZ	 Komora	Daňových	Poradců	ČR

 DE Bundessteuerberaterkammer 
Bundesverband der Steuerberater 
Deutscher Steuerberaterverband

 ES Asociación Española de Asesores Fiscales 
Registro de Economistas de Asesores  
Fiscales

 FI Suomen verokonsulttien Yhdistrys Ry 
Suomen Veroasiantuntijat ry 
(Association	for	Finnish	Tax	Professionals)

 FR Institut des Avocats Conseils Fiscaux 
Union	Professionnelle	des	Sociétés	 
d’Avocats  
Avocats Conseils d’Entreprises

 GB The Chartered Institute of Taxation 
Tax Faculty – Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in England and Wales 

 GR The Hellenic Federation of Self-employed 
Tax	Consultants	(P.O.F.E.E.)

 IT Associazione Nazionale Tributaristi Italiani

 IE The Irish Taxation Institute

 LU Ordre des Experts-Comptables

 LV Latvijas Nodoklu Konsultantu Asociacija

 MT Malta Institute of Taxation

 NL Register Belastingadviseurs 
De Nederlandse Orde van  
Belastingadviseurs

	 PT	 Associaçāo	Portuguesa	de	Consultores	
Fiscais

	 PL	 Krajowa	Izba	Doradców	Podatkowych

	 RO	 Camera	Consultant̨ilor	Fiscali

	 RU	 Palata	Nalogovych	Konsultantov 
(Chamber of Tax Advisers)

 SI Zbornica Davcnih Svetovalcev Slovenije 
(ZDSS)

	 SK	 Slovenská	komora	danových	poradcov

Observers:

 BG Bulgarian Chamber of Tax Advisors

	 HR	 Udruga	Poreznih	Strucnjaka 
(Association	of	Tax	Professionals)

Standing guest:

 UZ The Chamber of Tax Advisors  
of Uzbekistan
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GREETINGS	FROM	THE	NEw	PRESIDENT

It is a great honour for me to have been given the trust 
of the General Assembly in Bucharest in September 2012 
and	be	chosen	to	be	the	President	of	the	CFE.

We have reached clear crossroads set by the global  
evolution of World Economics coupled with the changing  
approach of governments to tax collection. Because of 
this I also take being elected as support by the member 
bodies for another direction for the CFE which recognises 
the need for a completely new understanding of tax  
planning and tax optimization. 
 
Our discussion of the future strategy of CFE is essential 
unless we are prepared to see CFE solely as an umbrella 
organisation for national organisations of tax advisers.  
We see it as a key uniting organisation whose task is 
to	foster	the	exchange	of	experience	and	further	“best	
practice” in all areas of tax advice. 

At the same time I am aware of a certain discord bet- 
ween the ambitious goals and the realistic financial  
resources of our organisation which must temper all  
we do.

The spotligt brought to bear by G20 and global organisa-
tions, such as OECD on the identification and collection  
of taxes logically brings us into ever closer cooperation 
with our partners in the world. 

Our natural partners are organisations such as the Asian-
Oceania Tax Consultants Association (AOTCA) and the 
West Africa Union of Tax Institutes (WAUTI). Our aim will 
be to coordinate our activities not only with them but  
also with OECD and the UN.

Apart from these new tasks, we will concentrate on main-
taining and developing further our excellent reputation 
and the very positive perception of the CFE held by tax 
advisers within our member organisations in each state 
where they operate. That is why I intend that we will co-
operate more with individual member organisations and 
enhance the level of our mutual exchange of experience.

I believe we will succeed in finding and following the  
right road and this will lead us to the achievement of  
our resolutions.

Jǐrí	Neková̌r	
CFE President 
as of 1 January 2013
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It is my honour and pleasure to present to you my final 
foreword to the annual report of the CFE. My thanks  
go	to	Vice	President	Herbert	Becherer	and	the	General	
Secretariat for the hard work of preparing it.

I leave the CFE in the hands of a refreshed Board with  
Jǐrí	Neková̌r	as	President	at	their	helm.	After	years	of	 
reforming the CFE to make it ready to march forward  
into the future, now is the time for it to do so and reach  
out across the globe.

I have looked back at previous annual reports and not 
surprisingly little has changed as to the issues, only the 
urgency of the need to deal with them has increased.  
We, and by this I mean everyone from member states to  
citizens, must move quicker and be more fleet of foot. 
Time is of the essence and deferring tax and other  

problems is not solving them, it is putting them off for 
others to resolve. And with a view to encouraging those 
who come in the future in this critical area of tax adviser,  
I have agreed to endow the CFE with an academic prize 
for students of European Tax Law under the age of 30,  
to be named the Albert Rädler Medal, after Albert Rädler, 
one of our foremost contributors, founder of his own law 
firm1. The intention is to present the first medal for 2013 
at the CFE Forum in Brussels in the Spring of 2014.2

I	retire	as	the	last	President	of	the	old	CFE	established	in	
Paris	and	the	first	of	the	new	CFE	established	in	Brussels,	
and leave wishing all the best for its future, and for that  
of its member organisations and friends across the globe.

1 Now part of Linklaters.
2 See page 6

FOREWORD

Stephen Coleclough
CFE President  

from 2009 - 2012
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2012 IN BRUSSELS

The delegates met for the General Assembly in Brussels  
on	20	April	2012.	At	the	beginning	of	the	session	Presi-
dent Stephen Coleclough had the sad duty to remember 
the two outstanding personalities the CFE had recently 
lost:	Dr.	François	Lambrechts,	former	President	and	 
Honorary	President	of	the	CFE,	founding	member	closely	
connected to the organisation throughout his life, and  
Professor	Dr.	Albert	Rädler,	who	during	his	service	in	the	
Fiscal Committee over a period of 34 years became a 
mentor to many of the CFE delegates and fostered their 
interest in European tax matters. He also had a significant 
influence on the visibility of the CFE. Both passed away  
on 25 February 2012. The delegates stood for a minute’s 
silence in remembrance. 

Relating to the ongoing process of the transfer of the  
activities	and	assets	from	the	“old”	CFE	(France)	to	the	
new	CFE	International	Non-Profit	Organisation	-	INPO	
(Belgium), including the important transfer of ownership  
of the CFE trademark, up to date information was provided 
to the delegates. The Secretary General Nora Schmidt- 
Kesseler recalled the necessity to vote on the transfer of 
all	regulations	governing	the	CFE	(“Professional	Qualifi-
cations	and	Ethics”,	“Election	Regulations”,	etc.)	from	 
the	“old”	association	to	the	INPO.	

The Treasurer Dominique Gaveau submitted the unaudi- 
ted annual result for 2011 and explained the figures of  

the 1st quarter 2012. The Chairmen of the Fiscal and the 
Professional	Affairs	Committees	(PAC)	reported	on	the	 
major projects dealt with in the course of the last few 
months. 

Detailed information was given on the FORUM which took 
place the day before. Again this had been a very successful 
event for the CFE (see related articles on the FORUM 2012 
and	on	the	Fiscal	and	Professional	Affairs	Committees	2012	
in this Annual Report). 

With regard to membership developments the delegates 
deliberated on the approaches of tax adviser organisa-
tions from the Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan who 
showed keen interest in the CFE. Apart from the possi-
bility of joining as a Member or an observer, appropriate  
to those organisations who already comply with CFE’s  
statutory	requirements,	the	President	raised	the	possibility 
of offering guest status to those who are interested in a 
deeper CFE involvement without currently able to join as 
observer/member. 

Finally,	the	“west	African	Union	of	Tax	Institutes”	(wAUTI),	
who expressed its interest in regular discussions with the 
CFE, presented itself to the delegates of the General  
Assembly. For more information about the organisation  
see	“Network	of	CFE”.

Delegation	of	the	west	African	Union	of	Tax	Institutes	(wAUTI)	and	CFE	President	Stephen	Coleclough



Confédération fisCale europeenne
5

At	the	invitation	of	the	“Romanian	Chamber	of	Fiscal	 
Consultants” the CFE met in Bucharest. 

The General Assembly started with a meeting of the  
“old”	CFE	in	the	course	of	which	the	delegates	agreed	 
to the submitted annual statements for 2011 and voted  
for	the	dissolution	of	the	“old”	CFE.	It	was	an	historic	 
moment	when	the	President	Stephen	Coleclough	then	
closed	the	last	session	of	the	“old”	CFE.	

The	subsequent	meeting	of	the	CFE	INPO	dealt	inter	 
alia with the elections of the Executive Board members.

The delegates voted for the following candidates:

*	 President:	Jǐrí	Neková̌r	(CZ)

*	 First	Vice	President:	Herbert	Becherer	(DE)

*	 Second	Vice	President:	Ian	Hayes	(UK)

*	 Third	Vice	President:	Gottfried	Schellmann	(AT)

* Secretary General: Nora Schmidt-Kesseler (DE)

* Chairman of the Fiscal Committee:  
	 Piergiorgio	Valente	(IT)

*	 Chairman	of	the	Professional	 
 Affairs Committee: Dick Barmentlo (NL)

* Treasurer: Henk Koller (NL)

The former auditor, Richard Fielz (BE) had been confirmed 
in his office for another term. 

Besides the detailed activity reports of the Chairmen of 
the two technical bodies of the CFE (see detailed articles 
in this report), the delegates heard the explanations of the 
Treasurer and the Auditor on the financial statements for 
2011, deliberated and adopted the budget for 2013 and 
voted for the recalibration of the contributions for 2013  
as foreseen by the new CFE contribution system adopted 
in 2010. 

In	his	review	of	the	year	the	President	gave	an	outline	 
of the main developments and events within the CFE.  
He mentioned among other things the successful work  
of the two technical committees of the CFE, including  
the opinion statements which had been submitted to  
the European institutions. He further referred to the two 
annual events of the CFE, organized by the Fiscal and  
the	PAC	committees	and	pointed	to	the	recent	initiatives	
of the European Commission DG TAXUD to set up two 
VAT	committees,	i.e.	the	VAT	FORUM	and	the	VAT	EXPERT	
GROUP	in	which	the	CFE	succeeded	to	be	present	(see	
related information in the article Fiscal Committee 2012). 

In addition he outlined the various events of CFE Member 
organisations and other associations where Board  
members had been involved by representing the CFE.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2012 IN BUCHAREST

Friedrich	Rödler,	Helmut	Puffer,	Massimo	Bianchi,	Thorsten	Kleibold

Bakhadir Nabijanov, Artem Nushtaev, Ilia Kucherov
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Then he addressed the approaching end of his term as  
a	President	and	his	intention	to	continue	with	the	tradition 
to present a gift to the CFE when retiring from the office. 
He	as	the	last	President	of	the	French	CFE	and	the	first	 
of the Belgian CFE introduced his idea to fund a CFE prize, 
called	“Albert	Rädler	Medal”,	to	be	presented	to	the	winner	
at the FORUM each spring – for the first time in 2014. 
With his proposal to name the award after Albert Rädler 
the	President	demonstrated	the	CFE’s	great	appreciation	
for Albert Rädler’s outstanding commitment to the CFE. 
Stephen Coleclough reiterated his belief that young people 
would be encouraged by this medal to do something for 
taxes and work together in member bodies, which is of 
crucial importance for the continued and vital life of such 
organisations. 

Following this delegates noted and discussed the strategic 
goals	for	the	future	suggested	by	the	President	after	his	
four-year term. He underlined in particular the objectives 
the CFE should follow up, i.e. to be the representative body 
of all tax advisers in Europe, to expand Eastward, to link 
up and promote global alliances and to form a tax policy 
function to respond to the changing environment. 

His	successor	in	office,	Jǐrí	Neková̌r,	pointed	to	his	funda-
mental agreement to these goals and emphasized that the 
CFE has to enlarge its activities and must cooperate with 
organisations, inside and outside Europe, to be able in the 
future to respond seriously not only to European institu-
tions, but also to the global alliances of tax administrations 
OECD	and	UN.	In	this	context	Jǐrí	Neková̌r	gave	an	outline	
of current negotiations with tax adviser organisations from 
Eastern European countries and on international contacts 
beyond Europe. 

With regard to upcoming meetings, the delegates received 
further information from Russia regarding the event in  
St.	Petersburg	in	September	2013	and	voted	for	the	offer	
from The Netherlands to host the General Assembly in 
autumn 2014 in Amsterdam. 

All CFE delegates were most delighted with the very warm 
welcome which had been given to them by the Romanian 
member organisation. They greatly appreciated the gene-
rosity and hospitality they experienced during their stay 
and in particular the quality of the outstanding locations 
chosen for the social events. The meetings themselves  
and the smooth running were the product of excellent 
organisation and planning. 

At the end of the session Stephen Coleclough took the 
opportunity to thank all delegates for their cooperation  
during his four years’ term. Delegates took leave of him 
with a warm and sustained ovation. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2012 IN BUCHAREST

Evening Cocktails at the Romanian Savings Bank Museum, 
Bucharest

Mr.	and	Mrs.	Peter	Van	den	Berg,	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Ad	Fruijter,	
Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Schenk

Gala	Dinner	at	the	Palace	of	Parliament

André	Bert,	Christine	Cloquet,	Christian	Schmidt, 
Gottfried Schellmann
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CFE	PROFESSIONAL	AFFAIRS	CONFERENCE	2012	IN	LONDON:
“AMNESTy	–	PRIVILEGE	–	DISCLOSURE:	 

MANAGING	CRITICAL	ISSUES	IN	CLIENT	RELATIONS“

The	5th	CFE	Professional	Affairs	Conference,	hosted	by 
Deloitte in London on 7 December 2012, addressed the 
phenomenon that governments, OECD and EU have been 
extending the fight against tax fraud and evasion on ag-
gressive tax planning, exposing tax advisers who advise 
clients in cross-border tax planning to risks that previously 
only tax advisers practicing in criminal defense had been 
facing. In addition new anti money laundering rules have 
been proposed requiring that tax crimes be categorised 
as	a	severe	“predicate	offence”,	which	will	oblige	tax	
advisers	to	take	a	closer	look	at	their	clients´	past	tax	
dealings. All speakers but one were practicing lawyers  
and tax advisers.

Piergiorgio	Valente	(IT)	introduced	the	topic	by	providing	
an overview of the recent EU and OECD initiatives in the 
fight against aggressive tax behaviours. Gary Ashford (UK) 
presented	the	UK	tax	administration´s	tax	compliance	
campaigns, in particular tax evasion disclosure facilities 
and	the	UK-Swiss	agreement	on	savings	tax.	Jürg	Birri´s	
(CH) presentation focused on the Swiss savings tax agree-
ments with Austria, Germany and the UK. An essential 
question in achieving a level playing field between lawyers 
and tax advisers is the question whether clients of tax 
advisers enjoy the same level of protection of their infor-
mation as lawyer.

The second session was opened by Anke Müller-Jacobsen 
from Germany who outlined the protection of professional 
secrecy of lawyers and tax advisers in Germany, pointing 
at remaining divergences in the area of undercover inves-
tigation against professionals. James Bullock (UK) set out 
the different forms legal privilege may take and their scope 
as well as its limitation to members of the legal profession 
and practical difficulties this may entail. 

In the final session, Jonathan Fischer (UK) presented the 
anti money laundering reporting regimes for lawyers and 

tax advisers, illustrating practical problems resulting 
from the divergences between countries in the level of 
protection. Finally, Caspar Holl from the Dutch Ministry 
of Finance explained the work of the international anti 
money laundering standard setter FATF and the Euro- 
pean Commission in the current review of the anti money  
laundering rules, trying to predict whether tax advisers 
may expect more legal certainty and a more level playing 
field from the revised rules.

The conference attracted 66 attendees from all over  
Europe, most of them tax practitioners.

Piergiorgio	Valente,	Jürg	Birri,	Gary	Ashford

Anke Müller-Jacobsen, Nora Schmidt-Kesseler, 
Herbert Becherer
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The CFE Forum on 19 April 2012 in Brussels examined the 
role of national courts in the application of EU law. Apart 
from the everyday application of EU law in specific cases, 
it is their task to contribute to a uniform interpretation by 
identifying unclear EU law questions to be referred to the 
European Court of Justice for a preliminary ruling.

The morning session addressed problems related to the 
preliminary ruling procedure (Art. 267 TFEU). Among 
these	were	the	questions	to	what	extent	the	“acte	clair”	
doctrine of the European Court of Justice (ECJ) hinders 
the development of EU law, particularly in taxation and 
which alternative ways tax advisers or lawyers could take 
to obtain a ruling from the ECJ if a national court of last 
instance refuses to refer a case to the ECJ. 

The topics were lively discussed between speakers  
Ekkehart Reimer (professor at the University of Heidel-
berg),	Barbara	Pǒrízková	(judge	at	the	Czech	Supreme	
Administrative Court) and Sir Stephen Oliver (former  
judge	and		President	of	the	Tax	Chamber	of	the	first- 
tier Tribunal, UK), moderator Stella Raventos-Calvo (ES) 
and the audience. 
 
A particularly interesting question was the possibility of 
the ECJ acting ultra vires, outside the powers conferred  
by the Treaties.

The afternoon session dealt with VAT and the concept of 
internal market. Fiscal Committee Chairman Gottfried 
Schellmann (AT) made clear that the Internal Market con- 
cept in taxation and other fields such as state aid can be 
different, leading to very different results. Michael Tumpel 
(professor at the University of Linz) dealt with fundamen-
tal freedoms and VAT law while Herman von Kesteren 
(PwC,	the	Netherlands)	examined	the	relationship	bet-
ween the EU Treaty, the VAT Directive and Regulation and 
national law and how to deal with possible inconsistencies 
of these legal acts, highlighting also how state aid rules 
law may come into play. The afternoon session was  
moderated	by	Petra	Pospíšilová	(CZ).

The Forum attracted approximately 110 participants, 
mostly tax practitioners but also a number of officials 
from the European Commission, the EU Council and  
national administrations. An article on the Forum written 
by IBFD appeared in issue 7/2012 of European Taxation.

CFE FORUM 2012: 
“TAX	LAw	IN	THE	LIGHT	OF	JUDGMENTS	-	 
THE	INTERACTION	OF	EUROPEAN	LAw	AND	THE	NATIONAL	COURTS“

R. Michieletto, K. Madrus, K. Znidarsic,  
V. Hernandez Gerrero, L.M. Tivrisi and V. Todorova

Sir Stephen Oliver and Ekkehart Reimer
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ANNUAL TAX DINNER
On 30 January 2012 the CFE Executive Board held its  
annual tax dinner which offers an excellent opportunity  
for a mutual informal exchange of views at the beginning  
of each year and helps to maintain and to strengthen  
the CFE’s relationship with the European Commission 
Directorate-General Taxation and Customs Union (DG 
TAXUD) and the representatives of other units of the  
European Commission, the Council of the EU and the 
European	Parliament.	

ECJ TASK FORCE
The ECJ Task Force met on 31 January in Vienna, 14 June  
in Brussels, 12 September in Madrid and 29 November  
in Vienna. It issued the Opinion Statement on the case  
law of the European Court of Justice on transfer pricing  
related to loans (Case C-311/08, SGI)  in February. Fur-
ther	work	was	undertaken	on	the	cases	Philips	Electronics	
and National Grid Indus, to be published in early 2013.

Gottfried Schellmann, Momchil Sabev, Stephen Coleclough

Kestutis Sadauskas, Thomas Carroll, Gilles Mourre
Piergiorgio	Valente,	Kestutis	Sadauskas

Gottfried Schellmann, Rolf Diemer, Herbert Becherer



AnnuAl RepoRt 2012
10

The Fiscal Committee met on 30 January and 20 April  
in Brussels and on 21/22 September 2012 in Bucharest.

Among	the	main	topics	were	the	European	Commission´s	
initiatives against tax fraud and evasion, aggressive tax 
planning, non-cooperative jurisdictions and double non-
taxation.  Further topics included the OECD work on  
transfer pricing with a particular focus on intangibles  
and its ongoing work on the definition of permanent  
establishment.

In VAT, the main topics were the various measures  
proposed by the European Commission in the context  
of the general overhaul of the EU VAT system. At its  
January meeting, the Committee members discussed  
the	Commission´s	Communication	COM(2011)851	 
of 6 December 2011 with Bertrand Lapalus, DG TaxUD.  
In April, Chris Walsh of International Vertex Inc. was  
invited as a guest speaker to raise awareness of the  
role of technology in VAT compliance. Other topics  
discussed included VAT neutrality and the proposed  
Directive on the VAT treatment of vouchers.

On 17 July 2012, Fiscal Committee Chairman Gottfried 
Schellmann (AT) was invited to the Fiscalis Seminar on 
Non-Cooperative	Jurisdictions,	Aggressive	Tax	Planning,	
Tax Fraud and Evasion, hosted by the European Com- 
mission in Brussels. In this context, the Committee at  
its Bucharest meeting drafted a letter to the Commission 
which was sent on 1 October 2012.

In August 2012, the European Commission accepted CFE 
as member of two new VAT technical bodies which have 
started regular meetings in November/December 2012, 
the VAT Expert Group and the VAT Forum. CFE represen-
tatives	are	Petra	Pospíšilová	(CZ)	for	the	VAT	Expert	Group	
and Ian Hayes (UK) for the VAT Forum. Alternates are 
Jeremy Woolf (UK) and Christian Amand (BE) respectively.
 

At its Bucharest meeting, the Committee recommended 
appointing	Piergiorgio	Valente	(IT)	as	Chairman	for	
2013/14 and successor of Gottfried Schellmann. This 
recommendation was followed by the CFE General  
Assembly. Ian Young (UK) remains Chairman of the Direct 
Tax	Sub-Committee	for	2013/14	while	Petra	Pospišilová	
follows Christian Amand as chair of the Indirect Tax  
Sub-Committee. Ian Young took part in the OECD public 
consultation meetings on the definition of permanent 
establishment on 7 September and on transfer pricing  
on	12-14	November	2012	in	Paris.	He	also	attended	the	 
annual	meeting	of	the	United	Nations´	Committee	of	
Experts on International Cooperation in Tax Matters  
from 15 to 19 October in Geneva.

On 8 November, the CFE published an update of its  
Transfer	Pricing	Summary,	examining	how	the	OECD	 
transfer pricing rules have been implemented in 20 CFE 
countries. For the first time, a list of national transfer 
pricing case law was annexed.

The Fiscal Committee issued the following Opinion  
Statements:

 ● Opinion Statement on proposed changes to the  
commentary on Article 5 of the OECD Model  
Tax	Convention	(Permanent	Establishment),	 
February 2012.

 ● Opinion Statement on the OECD discussion draft  
on the revision of the special consideration for  
intangibles in Chapter VI of the OECD Transfer  
Pricing	guidelines	and	related	provisions,	 
September 2012.

 ● Opinion Statement on the OECD discussion draft  
on the proposed revision of the Safe Harbours 
section	in	Chapter	IV	of	the	OEDC	Transfer	Pricing	
Guidelines, September 2012. 

The members of the Fiscal Committee were also involved 
in the preparation of the CFE Forum on 19 April 2012 
(see related article).

FISCAL COMMITTEE 2012
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The Committee met on 18 April in Brussels and on  
21 September in Bucharest.

Its main policy subjects were the activities of the Euro-
pean Commission in the follow-up to the implementation 
of the EU Services Directive, the proposal for a moder-
nised	Professional	Qualifications	Directive	and	the	review	
of the Anti Money Laundering Directive. Furthermore, the 
Committee completed two surveys for CFE publications:

In	February,	it	finished	work	on	the	“Taxpayer	Charter	 
survey” in which all 24 CFE countries and 13 other coun-
tries in Asia, Australia and North America took part. The 
survey takes a look into which rights and obligations of 
taxpayers exist in various countries and to what extent 
they are recognised by law and adhered to in practice.  
The results of this survey will form the basis of a joint 
publication	with	AOTCA	and	STEP	(see	“Network	of	CFE”)	
which	has	been	co-written	by	PAC	Chairman	Ian	Hayes	
(UK) and scheduled for publication in spring 2013.

Between	May	and	December,	PAC	members	delivered	
input to a comparative survey dealing with a wide range  
of professional affairs aspects, to collect data for the 
second	edition	of	the	European	Professional	Affairs	 
Handbook for Tax Advisers. The Handbook was edited  
and	co-written	by	CFE	Fiscal	and	Professional	Affairs	 
Officer Rudolf Reibel and is to be published in spring 
2013.

At	its	meeting	in	April,	the	PAC	decided	to	set	up	four	 
ad hoc working groups to support work on the two  
abovementioned	publications	and	to	prepare	the	PAC	 
Conference	2012	and	comments	on	the	Professional	 
Qualifications	Directive	proposal.	In	order	to	encourage	
active participation of its members in the meetings,  
the	PAC	introduced	breakout	sessions.

In April Ian Hayes and Henk Koller hosted a meeting with  
a delegation from the Board of the Revenue Department 
of Thailand, led by Mrs. Jituanee Suwannapool, Deputy  
Director General, in Brussels to advise them of the bene-
fits of establishing a tax system using tax advisers. 

At	its	September	meeting,	the	PAC	nominated	Dick	 
Barmentlo (NL) as a chairman for 2013/14 which was 
agreed by the CFE General Assembly. Dick succeeds  
Ian	Hayes	who	became	CFE	Vice	President.

In October 2012, Dick Barmentlo had a meeting with the 
European Commission, DG Internal Market and Services, 
on several topics related to the follow-up to the implemen-
tation of the EU Services Directive.

The	PAC	issued	the	following	Opinion	Statements:

 ● Opinion Statement on the Regulation proposal 
COM(2011)315 on European Standardisation,  
January 2012.

 ● Opinion Statement on the European Commission‘s 
questionnaire	„Performance	Check	-	Business	 
Services“,	May	2012.

 ● Opinion Statement on the review of the 3rd Anti 
Money Laundering Directive, June 2012.

 ● Opinion Statement  on the proposal for a moder-
nised	Professional	Qualifications	Directive	COM	
(2011)883, October 2012.

The	members	of	the	PAC	were	also	active	in	preparing	 
the	PAC	Conference	on	7	December	2012	in	London	 
(see	related	article).	A	report	on	the	PAC	Conference	2011	
by Rudolf Reibel appeared in European Taxation, issue 
2/3 2012.

PROFESSIONAL	AFFAIRS	COMMITTEE	2012
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MEMBERS´	EVENTS	IN	2012

In the course of the year, the CFE Member organisations or associations the CFE is connected to, organised  
various events and international conferences in which Board members had been asked to participate to  
represent the CFE and to act as speaker. The following events were attended:

2/3 February 2012 -  the Russian Chamber of Tax Advisers organised  
an international conference celebrating its 10th anniversary in Moscow/Russia.

21 February 2012 - the Institute of Indirect Taxation IIT and the Chartered  
Institute of Taxation CIOT held an International Indirect Tax Conference in London/Great Britain.

16/17 April 2012 - the Chamber of Tax Advisers of the Czech Republic and the Slovak Chamber  
of Tax Advisers organized their 5th common conference in Brno/Czech Republic. 

16	–	19	May	2012	-	the	2nd	International	Legal	Forum	St.	Petersburg/Russia	took	place.	

21/22 May 2012 - the Slovenian Member organisation organised  
an international conference in Ljubljana/Slovenia. 

18/19 October 2012 - the Asian Oceania Tax Consultants Association (AOTCA)  
organised its annual international tax conference hosted  

by	the	Korean	Association	of	Certified	Public	Tax	Accountants	in	Seoul/Korea.

30 October 2012 - 20th Anniversary of the Slovak Chamber  
of tax advisers in Banska Bystrica/Slovakia. 
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SERVICES/PUBLIC	RELATIONS

European Register of Tax Advisers 

In cross-border tax cases both clients and tax advisers 
need to find competent colleagues in other European 
countries. To meet this demand, the CFE has created  
the European Register of Tax Advisers which allows for  
a detailed search by areas of expertise, language skills 
and location. Only individual tax advisers who are  
registered with one of the CFE Member organisations  
are admitted to the European Register of Tax Advisers.  
By registering, they accept the CFE Guidelines on  
qualification and professional conduct. 

Once registered, the tax adviser profits from several  
advantages, e.g. discounts on CFE events and the  
electronic receipt of the CFE publications.

Regular publications

For comprehensive information of the member organi- 
sations of the CFE and the subscribers to the European 
Register of Tax Advisers about the latest European tech-
nical developments in both fiscal and professional law 
matters and the internal developments within the CFE  
the organisation regularly publishes the following:

 ● European Tax Report &  
European	Professional	Law	Report

 ● National reports in Tax  
and	Professional	Affairs	matters

 ● CFE Newsletter

 ● CFE	FORUM	REPORT	of European Taxation

Apart from the institutions of the European Union, notably 
the	European	Commission,	the	European	Parliament,	the	
Council of the EU and the European Court of Justice, CFE 
maintains regular and strong relations with a number of 
international organisations: 

The CFE Fiscal Committee regularly contributes to the 
work of the OECD by submitting Opinion Statements. 
Furthermore, members of the CFE Fiscal Committee  
take part in OECD working groups.

CFE enjoys Special Consultative Status with the United 
Nations´	ECOSOC	Committee	and	participates	in	the	
meetings of the Committee of Experts in International 
Cooperation in Tax Matters.

A successful relationship, for many years already, exists 
between CFE and the Asia Oceania Tax Consultants  
Association (AOTCA) representing 20 tax adviser bodies 
from	16	countries	in	the	region	and	recently	with	STEP	
(Society	of	Trust	and	Estate	Practitioners),	a	global	London	
based association of tax advisers well-represented in 
North America. The three organisations have engaged in  
a common research project to be presented in the spring 
of 2013. CFE and AOTCA regularly participate in each 
others annual conferences.

At the General Assembly in Brussels, the CFE laid the 
foundation for cooperation and regular exchange of views 
with the West African Union of Tax lnstitutes (WAUTI).  
The organisation had been founded in May 2O11 in Abuja, 
Nigeria, by the Chartered lnstitute of Taxation, Ghana 
(CITG), formed 1980, and The Chartered lnstitute of 
Taxation of Nigeria (CITN), formed 1982. The body aims 
to enhance the taxation profession in the area, to improve 
professional ethìcs and standards in its member bodies 
and to act as a center for the advancement and dissemi-
nation of information regarding taxation standards and 
practices. WAUTI sees cooperation with CFE among others 
as an opportunity to profit from more than 50 years of 
experience.

Moreover, CFE maintains contacts with national and  
regional tax adviser bodies in Central Asia.

In Brussels, regular exchange of views at working level 
takes place between other European associations of  
liberal professions and with Businesseurope and the  
European	SME	association	UEAPME.

NETWORK OF CFE
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General Assembly

The General Assembly is the governing body of the CFE. Each country is allowed to take up to six seats; observers may 
send up to two delegates. The General Assembly is to decide in particular on the election of the office holders within 
the CFE Executive Board and the election of the auditor. It adopts the business report of the Executive Board, approves 
the accounts and the budget, fixes the contributions, receives the report of the auditor, discharges the Executive Board, 
accepts and excludes members and observers, adopts all statutory amendments, decides upon the dissolution of the 
association and upon the place of the General Assembly meeting. Administrative and management responsibilities may 
be delegated to the Executive Board.

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

Delegates of the General Assembly in 2012

	 AT	 Klaus	Hübner,	Helmut	Puffer,	Roland	Rief,	Friedrich	Rödler

	 BE	 André	Bert,	Jos	de	Blay,	Christine	Cloquet,	Philippe	Vanclooster

 CH Massimo Bianchi, Kaloyan Stoyanov

 CZ Alena Foukalova, Martin Tucek, Jana Skalova, David Hubal, Milan Vodicka

	 DE	 Horst	Vinken,	Volker	Kaiser,	Michael	Korth,	Axel	Pestke,	Rolf	Breuer

	 ES	 Luisa	Lopez,	Leopoldo	Pons	Alventosa,	Jesús	Sanmartin

 FI Ilkka Merimaa, Timo Matikkala

	 FR	 Georges-Marie	Duclos,	yann	Leclerc,	Jean-yves	Mercier,	yves	de	Sevin,	Pascal	Coudin

	 GB	 Bob	Davies,	Peter	Fanning,	Anthony	D	Thomas,	Gary	Ashford

	 GR	 Vasilios	Kampanis,	Abraham	Panidis,	Nikolaos	Patelis,	Theodore	Vassilopoulos

 IT Mario Boidi, Giuseppe Antonio Ciro Barranco di Valdivieso, Gaetano Ragucci, Walter Vilardi,  
Vito Branca, Gianfranco Gaffuri

 IE Andrew Clarke, Mark Redmond

 LU John Hames

	 LV	 Ilona	Butãne,	Ainis	Dãbols,	Kristìne	Jarve,	Kãrlis	Ketners,	Diāna	Kļuškina,	Vita	Sakne

 MT Renald Micallef, Robert Attard

	 NL	 Dick	G.	Barmentlo,	Frits	Sobels,	Peter	van	den	Berg

	 PT	 Francisco	Sousa	da	Câmara

	 PL	 Tomasz	Michalik,	Jacek	Zieliński

 RO Toni Teau, Mihaela Mitroi

 RU Ilia Kucherov, Roustam Vakhitov

	 SI	 Darko	Koňcan

	 SK	 Milan	Chovan,	Anna	Fábryová,	Milan	Vargan,	Miriam	Galandová,	L`ubomir	Alezár,	Branislav	Kováč

Observers:

	 BG	 Pavlina	Kalcheva

 HR Drazen Nimcevic

Standing guest:

 UZ Bahadir S. Nabijanov
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The Executive Board is in charge of the day-to-day business of the CFE and reports to the General 
Assembly.	It	is	composed	of	up	to	8	persons,	i.	e.	one	President,	three	Vice	Presidents,	one	Secretary	
General,	one	Chairman	of	the	Fiscal	Committee,	one	Chairman	of	the	Professional	Affairs	Committee	
and one Treasurer. 

BOARD
Executive

President
Jǐrí	Neková̌r

Treasurer 
Henk Koller

Secretary General
Nora Schmidt-Kesseler

Vice	President	
Gottfried Schellmann

Vice	President
Herbert Becherer

Chairman of the  
Prof.	Affairs	Committee	 
Dick Barmentlo

Chairman of the 
Fiscal Committee 
Piergiorgio	Valente

Vice	President	 
Ian Hayes

THE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 2013/2014
ELECTED	IN	SEPTEMBER	2012	IN	BUCHAREST
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TECHNICAL BODIES

Fiscal Committee

The Fiscal Committee, its two sub-committees and the task forces deal with tax matters. It casts a critical eye on  
draft legislation and other relevant documents aiming at the development of tax law within the EU and beyond and  
on developments in the different areas of taxation. In this regard, the CFE has set itself the objective of drawing  
attention to the views held by tax advisers, as representatives of the taxpayer, and of making these opinions known.
Member organisations / observers can be represented by two delegates and one deputy each.

Delegates of the Fiscal Committee 2012  Chairman Gottfried Schellmann

Sub-committee Direct Taxes      
Chairman Ian Young

 AT Friedrich Rödler, Georg Wilfried Kofler

 BE Jos Goubert, Isabelle Richelle

	 CH	 walo	Stählin,	Pascal	Hinny

 CZ Martin Houska, Jana Skalova

 DE Claas Fuhrmann, Matthias Kschammer, Jürgen Lüdicke, Christian Schmidt

	 ES	 Bárbara	Pitarque	Villaescusa,	Victor	Viana

 FI Ossi Haapaniemi

	 FR	 Stéphane	Contargyris,	Bruno	Gouthière,	Jean	-	yves	Mercier,	Piere	Ullmann

 GB Jason Short, Rupert Shiers

 GR Theodore Vassilopoulos

	 IT	 Nicola	Vecchietti	Massacci,	Riccardo	Bordoli,	Piergiorgio	Valente

 IE Cora O’Brien

 LU Romain Bontemps

	 LV	 Ruta	Tereško,	Diana	Kluskina

 MT Robert Taylor, Geraldine Schembri

 NL Onno Clous, Stan Gielen, Daniel Smit

	 PT	 Pedro	Pais	de	Almeida

	 PL	 Ewa	Grzejszczyk

 RO Niculae Done, Florentina Susnea

 RU N.N.

 SI Mitja Cerne

 SK Miriam Galandová, Silvia Hallová

Observers:

 HR Dunja Hitrec, Nadica Salov

Standing guest:

 UZ N.N.
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TECHNICAL BODIES

Sub-committee Indirect Taxes     
Chairman Christian Amand

 AT Ingrid Rattinger, Michael Tumpel

 BE Fredegonda Schelfhaut

 CH Claudio Fischer, Willi Leutenegger

 CZ Olga Holubova, Milan Tomicek

 DE Ulrich Grünwald, Josef Ludwig, Götz Neuhahn, Martin Ziemba

 ES Carlos Gomez

 FI Timo Matikkala

	 FR	 Anne	Grousset,	Catherine	Hilgers,	Véronique	Lenoir,	yann	Leclerc,	Philippe	Rochmann,	yves	de	Sevin

	 GB	 Peter	Dylewski,	Ian	Hayes,	John	Voyez,	Jeremy	woolf

 GR Vasileios Kampanis

	 IT	 Andrea	Parolini,	Raffaele	Rizzardi

 IE Frank Mitchell

 LU Romain Bontemps

	 LV	 Ilona	Butāne,	Inga	Kursite	-	Priedite,	Gunta	Kaulina,	Irena	Lisina

 MT Christian Vella, George Farrugia

 NL Ad. Fruijtier, Erik Scheer

	 PT	 Francisco	de	Sousa	da	Câmara

 RO Oanna Jacob, Ionut Stefan

 RU Inna Khavanova

	 SI	 Bostjan	Petauer,	Suzana	Tokic

 SK Milan Vargan, Anna Fabryova

Observers:

 HR Drazen Budimir, Natko Serbic

Standing guest:

 UZ N.N.
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TECHNICAL BODIES

Professional Affairs Committee

The	Professional	Affairs	Committee	deals	with	professional	and	regulatory	matters.	In	this	area	it	develops	opinions	 
to be transmitted to the European Commission, other bodies of the European Union as well as to governments and  
the interested public. Each member organisation / observer can be represented by one delegate and one deputy.

Delegates of the Professional Affairs Committee 2012  Chairman Ian Hayes

 AT Friedrich Rödler

	 BE	 Christine	Cloquet,	Philippe	Vanclooster

 CH Walo Stählin

	 CZ	 Radek	Neǔzil,	Vladimir	Self

	 DE	 Moritz	Alt,	Herbert	Becherer,	Axel	Pestke

	 ES	 Luisa	Lopez,	Leopoldo	Pons

 FR Jean - Charles Flatres, Denis Di Leonardo, Jean - Yves Mercier, 
Philippe	Rochmann,	yves	de	Sevin

 GB Heather Brehcist, Terry Davies, John Roberts

 GR Vasilios Kampanis, Theodore Vassilopoulos

 IT Riccardo Bordoli, Luciano Olivieri

 IE Cora O’Brien

 LU John Hames

 LV Ilze Birzniece

 MT Damien Fiott, Jonathan Abela

	 NL	 Dick	G.	Barmentlo,	Sylvester	F.J.J.	Schenk,	Peter	van	den	Berg

	 PL	 Tomasz	Michalik

 RO Ionut Stefan, Ionelia Visan

 RU Mikhail I. Milovidov

	 SI	 Darko	Koňcan

 SK Branislav Kovác, Lubomir Alezar

Observers:

 HR Dunja Hitrec

Standing guest:

 UZ N.N. 



Confédération fisCale europeenne
19

Uta Gayer

Head of Office 
Phone:	+32	2	761	00	92 
Email: ugayer@cfe-eutax.org

CONTACT ADRESSES OF THE CFE

Christiane Keller
Tel:	+49	30	24	00	87	22 
Fax:	+49	30	24	00	8799 

Email: generalsecretary@cfe-eutax.org

General Secretariat
Behrenstrasse 42
10117 Berlin
Germany

Laëtitia Bois

Management Assistant
Phone	:	+32-2-761	00	91
Fax:						+32	2	761	00	90 

Email: brusselsoffice@cfe-eutax.org 

Rudolf Reibel

Fiscal	and	Professional	 
Affairs Officer 
Phone:	+32	2	761	00	91 
Email: rreibel@cfe-eutax.org 

BRUSSELS
188A, Avenue de Tervuren
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MANIFESTO OF THE CFE

Tax advisers are highly qualified,
independent liberal professionals in Europe

This manifesto has been prepared on the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of the CFE in 2009 following 
the	principles	set	up	in	the	CFE	“Professional	qualifi-
cations and ethics of tax advisers in Europe1”. It has 
been published to inform key stakeholders of the vital 
role of the tax advisers as the unique profession in all 
our tax systems by helping taxpayers to understand 
and comply with their tax obligations.

1. The tax adviser in Europe: Highly qualified 

 ● Tax advisers play a collaborative part as unique 
experts in the field of taxation law and practice. 
They bring an exclusive combination of practical 
expertise, understanding of the climate of  
taxation and of the issues facing their clients’ 
businesses to these processes.

 ● The tax advisers role of translating complex tax 
codes into business - related guidance is vital  
in ensuring transactions are executed correctly 
and efficiently.

 ● The tax advisers fulfil an important role in  
safe-guarding the legal rights of their clients  
by representing before and outside tax courts.

 ● These services require the highest degree of  
specialised knowledge and skills of the  
professional. 

2. The tax adviser in Europe:  
     independent liberal profession

 ● Tax advisers provide guidance on the application 
of tax legislation to the particulars of a client’s 
transaction.

 ● By doing this, tax advisers are independent in 
arriving at the judgment and in delivering their 
advice.

 ● Thus, the tax adviser provides services of  
an intellectual character, based upon their  
professional qualification and in view of their  
personal and professionally independent  
capacities.

 ● The combination of local and international  
codes of ethics and standards ensures that  
tax advisers operate within strict professional  
standards that include disciplinary procedures 
where appropriate.

The tax advisers in Europe, regardless of the  
way they are organised in their respective  
countries, contribute to the achieving of Europe 
being a dynamic and competitive knowledge -  
based economy in Europe.

The	Confédération	Fiscale	Européenne,
Paris,	26	September	2009

1  Approved on September 13th 1991 by the CFE GA in Zurich, revised on 29th April
 2005 in Brussels.
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